This prayer is for All Saints Day and perhaps at meals all through November.

Blessed God, gives us inspiration and strength,
today we keep the festival of your holy city,  as we hasten on our pilgrimage of faith,
the heavenly Jerusalem, our mother. eager to meet them,
fI:: :‘aﬁt}f ;L:hl;ro«':::ers and sisters, Bless us gy
sing your praise for ever and bless our delight in earth’s bounty.
Their glory fills us with j;:iy. Make UEgn0e o sh.are
and their communion with us your gifts _wath all alike. s
We ask this through Christ our Lord.

in your church
Amen.
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Come to worship on All Saints Day and on All Souls Day. At the eucharist we join
our voices with all the saints in God's praise. We remember all who have died.
Come and make these days holy by your praise and prayer.
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The Days of the Dead

Each fall when the grains and vegetables
and fruit have been harvested in the
northern parts of the world, Christians keep
a harvest feast.

On November 1 we celebrate God's
harvest—the great gathering in of

the saints. We don’t let the dark or the cold
chase us indoors. Instead we rally! This is
the homecoming when we sing of a city

to come, a new Jerusalem where we’ll all be
welcomed home.

So the earth may be asleep for a while, but
we are wide awake! We begin with the

day before, the vigil of All Saints. This vigil is
the day called Halloween. And on the day
after All Saints, we continue with All Souls
Day, remembering the dead. And so on
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through the whole month of November.
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Trick or Treat?

Every holiday is a day for open dcmsl_ﬁ@pjm,h
this is called. Friends and strangersgfitw friend
are welcome. We never know ¥ ]
It might be Christ! i A i
But on Halloween, some of those:strangers .. .~ . 7
announce themselves: “fﬁckt%m? t;:‘ea:ﬁ'ﬁ&nd il k[{m “of the country? Put fgods §
we open the doors! Not only thatywe haid ., stuffed eggplant, stuffed peppers, s
out good things. Weact like pur doots4te opepth :
the whole world and we have nothingaf all tg “*: .=£0r hot caramel corn and pus
fear! We act like all that we have we'll share'with '

s

a2 5 Apple cider, apples plain, apple crisp, applefon
the whole world! 2 0

" And all those costumes and nﬁ;fj:st What's going
on? This dull, everyday world puts aside all its
seriousness for a few hours. We putona mask and
become someone else; We'play. with the \'«u;atlﬂ'f= 4
We truly make fun of the worlclr.J'Wé it it upside
down as Jesus did with:the beatitudes. The reign
of God s a lictle like this;

future all at once. Some of the games OF these«d2

#'a peek into the future—a bright new apple’s carefully
pecled skin tossed over the shoulder. What letter does it
form and what might that letter signify?

" death? Write down some things about your own

All Saints and All Souls, All November

During Novembet, bring out photos and other
mementos of the dead. Light candles and tell stories
of those who have fallen asleep in the Lord. Ask
others, especially the elderly, to tell the stories they
remember. Go seek the stories of those who
seldom have anyone to visit with them. Discover

a friend for the winter ahead.

And how will you and your family think about

3 Pray this frequently during
4 November.
% Eternal rest grant unto them,

funeral and burial. What do you want to be
important to those who gather to remember and
to commend you to the Lord? What scriptures
would you want them to read at your wake and
funeral? What will they sing beside your grave?

Visit a cemetery. Have a picnic there. Tidy the
tombstones before winter sets in. Make the grave-
yard bright with candles and chrysanthemums.
Remember, we'll all be making our beds here one
day. Take time to learn about the Day of the
Dead, about Dia de los Muertos, as it is observed
in Spanish-speaking communities.

Take an autumn walk and let the earth in
November do the talking.

] Olord,

{ and let perpetual light shine

2| upon them.
May their souls

%} and the souls of all

F1  the faithful departed,
through the mercy of God,

| restin peace.

Time, like an ever-rolling stream,
Soon bears s all away;
We fly forgotten, as a dream
Dies at the op’ning day.

~ [saac Watts, 1748

ather, welcome into your kingdom

3y departed-brothers and sisters,
s all who have left this world
in ybur friendship.

Thete we hope to share your glory
whah every tear will be wiped dway.
njthiat déywe shall see you, our God,
ag/you are. i

e shall become like you

and praise you for ever,

through Christ our Lord.

Amen.
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-éveninggone, ..~ . -
Before'the tising sun. LR
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